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Shows: Geography / Course / Direction / Total Soldiers / Temp / Time 
Flow map of Napoleon’s Russian Campaign of 1812.



White Space is Not Your Enemy, 3rd Edition, Hagen and Golombisky

1972–73: Carl Sagan + Frank Drake for NASA space probes  
message of “Hello”



http://design-science.co.uk/marie-neurath-isotype-books/
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Data Visualizations

Strictly Data 

Quantifiable information 

Objective 

Can represent large quantities of data 

May use algorithms or computer programs 



http://www.visual-literacy.org/periodic_table/periodic_table.html#
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Infographics

Intended for a specific audience  

More subjective 

Data is communicated through maps, charts,  
graphics, illustrations, icons, and text 

Involves narrative 

Usually includes multiple sections 
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Return of the Jedi 

Luke Skywalker has returned to his home 
planet of Tatooine in an attempt to rescue his 
friend Han Solo from the clutches of the vile 
gangster Jabba the Hutt. Little does Luke 
know that the Galactic Empire has secretly 
begun construction on a new armored space 
station even more powerful than the first 
dreaded Death Star. When completed, this 
ultimate weapon will spell certain doom for 
the small band of rebels struggling to restore 
freedom to the galaxy.

http://www.murera.com/starwars/



Types

White Space is Not Your Enemy, 3rd Edition, Hagen and Golombisky
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Narrow Your Focus

Less is More. 

Seek to answer one question.  

The more specific, the stronger  
the connection. 

People relate data to their own lives.  

Cool Infographics: Effective Communication with Data Visualization and Design, Randy Krum
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Engaging topic 

New, surprising information 

Visually appealing and distinctive 

Simple, focused message 

Quick and easy to read 

Easy to share 

Clear, easy to understand data visualizations 

Credible data sources

Cool Infographics: Effective Communication with Data Visualization and Design, Randy Krum

Ingredients



Data Visualization vs. Infographic
Both…seek order  

       …are informative in nature 

       …are visual representations of data 

       …can be static, interactive, or animated 

       …involve highly skilled people

Data Viz can go into Infographics 

Infographics do not go into Data Viz



Visual Hook

A central graphic that acts as the foundational core for  
all your elements.  

Eliminates the need for text and/or additional support graphics  

The focal point of your design.  

To grab attention, use serial position. Place the hook either  
at the center or at the very end of the infographic.

Cool Infographics: Effective Communication with Data Visualization and Design, Randy Krum





Eye Movement

Depict process and movement.  
 
Use arrows, lines, clustering, and color to lead your viewer’s eye.

Cool Infographics: Effective Communication with Data Visualization and Design, Randy Krum





Color Coding

Avoid using a legend or key. 

Use colors to create meaning.  

For example, one color might designate 
labels, another to fill chart data, another 
to draw attention to icons.

Cool Infographics: Effective Communication with Data Visualization and Design, Randy Krum







Keywords

Use callouts or large-scale keywords 
to draw attention. 
 
Highlight important data or use to 
evoke an emotional response.  

Cool Infographics: Effective Communication with Data Visualization and Design, Randy Krum









Use Emotion

Create empathy. 

Move beyond dry statistics.
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Be Truthful. 

A successful infographic is dependent 

on quality research. Not just design.
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Misleading  
Visuals

https://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/
gallery/2013/aug/01/16-useless-infographics

https://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/gallery/2013/aug/01/16-useless-infographics
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Be Functional. 
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Be Beautiful. 
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